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ABSTRACT — A comprehensive study of amphibians and reptiles (herpetofauna)
using a variety of standard methods was completed at selected study sites on the
islands of Itbayat, Batan, Sabtang, and Ivuhos in Batanes Province, Philippines.
This paper reports a total of 19 species representing one frog (Family
Rhacophoridae) and 18 species of reptiles for Batanes Group of Islands. Species
richness is highest in both Batan and Sabtang (58%), followed by Itbayat (47%),
and Ivuhos (32%). Endemicity is higher in Batan (26%) and Sabtang (21%)
compared to Itbayat (11%) and Ivuhos (11%). In addition to the five Batanes
reptilian endemics reported by previous workers, namely Draco jareckii, Gekko
porosus, Lepidodactylus balioburius, Trimeresurus mcgregori, and Lycodon alcalai,
we documented additional four new distributional records for the province. As a
whole, isolation and relatively small cumulative area in Batanes group of islands are
attributed to the limited representation of herpetofauna. However, its landscapes and
habitat types serve as microhabitats to unique and geographically restricted species,
making this group of islands an important area for herpetological endemism.
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