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 ABSTRACT – Non-chemical use of farm inputs in organic farming can help alleviate 

problems of soil infertility as well as pollution in water and air. Organic farming, 

although sustainable may not be an attractive alternative to conventional farming 

because of low yield in the earlier years of adoption in spite of its being relatively 

laborious. Knowing the characteristics, knowledge, attitudes and practices of the 

organic farmers are necessary to promote organic farming in the Philippines. The 

survey of the 326 organic farmers in the nine provinces in the Philippines showed that 

the median age of organic farmers is 51. Forty-three percent are high school educated. 

More than three-fourths of the farmers have an average farm size of less than 2.5 

hectares. Seventy-five percent were practicing organic farming, even before the 

Organic Agriculture became a law in 2010.  The knowledge of the organic farmers on 

three aspects, namely: organic farming, environment and cost/benefits of organic 

agriculture (OA) were assessed while the attitude was likewise assessed on organic 

farming and its cost/benefits using a 5-point scale. Davao farmers have the highest 

mean knowledge and attitude scores on both OA and cost and benefit aspects. Cebu 

farmers, on the other hand, have the highest mean knowledge score on the 

environmental aspect.  It was found that older farmers are more knowledgeable than 

the younger farmers on the aspect of benefit and cost of OA. Educational attainment 

affects positively the knowledge level on OA and on the environmental aspects. 

Selling OA products was found to increase their knowledge of the benefits and cost 

of OA but decreases their knowledge about the environment. The attitude of the 

farmers on all the three aspects was generally positive. The most common organic 

farming practices are composting and intercropping. Crafting trainings should be 

customized by province and should take into consideration the evidence-based 

characteristics, knowledge, attitude and practices of organic farmers to increase and 

sustain the practice of organic agriculture in the Philippines.    
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