
VIRTUAL CLASSROOMS FOR BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION DISCOURSES: 

AN EXPLORATORY ANALYSIS 

 
Ricardo T. Bagarinao 

Associate Professor 

Faculty of Education, University of the Philippines Open University 

Los Baños, Laguna, Philippines 

Tel: (+6349) 536-6001 to 6009 local 100 

Mobile: (+63915) 823-0785 

Email: ricardo.bagarinao@upou.edu.ph 

 

Abstract - The rapid development in information and communication technology (ICT) paved the way for  

education institutions to develop virtual classrooms (VCs). Recently, VCs serve as alternative venues for 

learning and teaching transactions. This paper discusses the potential roles of VCs in biodiversity 

conservation discourses. The discussion is based on the author’s experience as a faculty-in-charge in an 

online course in environmental and natural resources management program. Learners’ data from 2003 -2007 

in one of the distance education and open universities in the Philippines were retrieved and analyzed. Three 

socio-demographic student variables were analyzed, namely, age, gender, and geographical location. Logged 

data were also analyzed, and three variables were used: frequency of visit, time of visit, and length of visit.  

 

The minimum age of the students in the program is 18 years old while the maximum age is 66 years old. 

They represent four generations, and more than 60 provinces in the Philippines, and nearly 50 countries 

worldwide. Both male and female are nearly equally represented. These data indicate that VCs can 

potentially create a venue for intergenerational discourses on biodiversity conservation, develop multi-

cultural perspective on the issues in biodiversity, broaden potential impact areas or application areas of 

environmental concepts, reduce gender bias, and disseminate timely environmental information to impact 

areas. These potentials may justify the use of VCs in disseminating information that is necessary for the 

conservation of biodiversity.  
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